
 

 

STAPLEGROVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT MAY 2022 
 

Parish Council meetings have returned to normal over the year as Covid restrictions have 
gradually been eased and meetings have resumed at the village hall on Wednesdays. 
 
There have been two main issues which have taken up much of the PCs time this year. 
 
Outline proposals for the North Taunton Development were submitted in early 2016 with the West 
section receiving approval in April 2019.  Redrow began to work on the reserved matters and plans 
were submitted in December 2019.  No developer has been identified for the East section and no 
reserved matters planning application has been forthcoming. 
 
Activity seemed to have stalled when suddenly in December 2021 an application was submitted for 
two integrated wetlands to be constructed, one in the the Yarde area and another at Nailsbourne in 
KSM parish. The wetlands would offset the phosphate produced by the Redrow phase 1 housing 
north of Manor Road and Corkscrew Lane.  The PC and residents have strongly opposed this 
application and the matter remains undecided.  The wetlands plan suggested that the West 
development was moving forward but suddenly in February 2022 Redrow suddenly withdrew their 
reserved matters application 
 
The outline planning consent was due to expire on 15 April 2022 but with two weeks remaining a 
reserved matters application for the establishment of a “Northern Buffer Zone” was submitted.  This 
effectively covers tree planting and other landscaping activities which is less contentious and 
keeps the original application live. 
 
We understand that there might be a new developer waiting in the wings who is interested in both 
the East and West areas.  A single developer should make negotiations easier and the PC will 
press for a new approach on the major issues which are of continuing concern.  Construction of the 
spine road in its entirety, with no drop down road onto Corkscrew Lane and its connection to Silk 
Mills roundabout at the western end. 
 
Major changes in local government are underway which will have a huge effect on the PC.  The 
four District Councils and the County Council are to be abolished and replaced  by a single Unitary 
Authority for Somerset from April 2023.  How services will be delivered remains unclear but there is 
likely to be an expanded role for parish councils. 
 
Somerset West and Taunton Council’s efforts to solve the anomaly of the unparished area of 
Taunton took an unexpected turn in October 2021 when they decided to expand the scope of the 
governance review to include the eight peripheral parishes around Taunton.  The working group, 
set up to produce recommendations, has suggested that the urban area of Staplegrove PC ( 
including the proposed North Taunton Development ) be included in the new Taunton Town 
Council, with the small remaining rural area becoming part of KSM parish.  The PC are opposed to 
this proposal and despite the chairman and our local County Councillor speaking against the 
proposal at the full SWT council meeting on 3 March, the proposal has gone forward for a second 
stage of consultation, starting in June, after the results of the local elections on 5 May.  The 
chairman and secretary, together with representatives of Comeytrowe PC met with the leader of 
the SWT working group on 28 March but  their position remains unchanged.  It is important that 
anyone who has a view on this contacts SWT when the next consultation period starts in June. 
 
Another issue in the background, but also significant, is the Parliamentary Boundary Commission 
proposal to transfer Staplegrove into a new Tiverton and Minehead constituency.  The PC are also 
opposed to this idea and have raised objections with the Commissioners.  Rod Williams also made 
a presentation to the commissioners opposing the proposal. 
Politics aside, the PC has continued with improvements in the Grove.  A number of dead and 
diseased trees have been felled and much of the timber has been arranged in piles, by Cllr. Simon 



 

 

Moon, to form “bug hotels” as suggested by Dr Iain Brodie from Higher Yarde Farm.  A group of 
councillors and volunteers have planted young trees to replace the felled trees and also planted a 
range of woodland bulbs and other plants to improve the biodiversity in the area.  
 
A badly worn section of footpath behind the Post Office has been resurfaced thanks to the 
persistent efforts of our Clerk with SCC highways, however our plans for this to become a cycle 
path cannot proceed as there is inadequate space for joint use at the southern end. 
 
The hedging and trees planted last year in the playground have survived and are showing signs of 
growth for a second year. 
 
After long delays awaiting highways training, due to Covid issues, the rollout of the speed indicator 
has started. Brackets have been fitted to posts in Manor Road, Staplegrove Road and Greenway 
Road with further work to be done in Bindon Road.  The device was trialled in Manor Road and 
had an immediate effect in speed reduction.   
 
I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their support in my first year as chairman and give 
Ros Went our best wishes for the future as she is not standing for re-election this year.  In 
particular I would like to thank Janet Coates our clerk who has had so much to deal with this year.   
 
Also many thanks to :- 
David Bird for the many miles walked on our network of paths as Footpath Officer. 
Joan Bird our representative on the Village Hall Committee and the Staplegrove Trust. 
Heather Williams a representative on the Staplegrove Trust and leader of the Speed Watch Team. 
Simon Moon also a representative on the Staplegrove Trust. 
Messrs Howards and Charlie Saville for the hours of grass cutting and strimming. 
Jackie Calcroft  a driving force behind ROSAG, with our best wishes as she leaves for pastures 
new. 
 
Ian Talbot 


