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23 February 2015 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Staplegrove Framework Masterplan 

 

Staplegrove Parish Council is of the opinion that the planned development north of Staplegrove as 

shown in the Framework Masterplan document is flawed, for the following reasons: 

 

• The development is unwanted, misplaced, excessively large and will destroy the character of 

Staplegrove village. 

• It is strongly resisted by the local community who feel that building 1500 (possibly now 1600) 

houses on mostly prime agricultural land would be criminal and will destroy a magnificent rural 

aspect currently enjoyed by many Taunton citizens. 

• The current Masterplan calls for some very heavy expenditure for items such as the spine road 

and the burying of high voltage power lines and we suspect that sufficient money will not be 

available to afford these essentials. As a result we foresee development proceeding in a 

piecemeal and haphazard fashion and the proposed Masterplan left floundering as funds run out. 

• Any development of this size will produce a vast increase in the number of vehicles in the area 

thus causing a huge impact on the already overcrowded lanes and roads. We are not convinced 

that this problem has been adequately addressed. 

• As previously stated there is little or no employment north of Taunton which means that any 

resident in this proposed development will have to cross the town in order to reach areas of 

employment thus causing further congestion on the urban network. 

For all these reasons Staplegrove Parish Council feels very strongly that this development is 

unnecessary, unwanted and should not be allowed to go ahead. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Geoff Hayes 

Chairman 


