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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STAPLEGROVE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2015 AT 5PM AT STAPLEGROVE VILLAGE HALL. 

 

PRESENT: Parish Councillors Mr M N Clark (in the chair), Mr B Evans, Mrs C Cornell, Mr A Debenham, 

District Councillors Mr N Townsend and Mrs C Tucker, PCSO Claire Escott  

 

4 members of the public were also in attendance.  

 

1. Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors Mrs J Bird and Dr T Harris. County 

Councillor Mr D Wedderkopp was not in attendance, no apologies had been received.  

 

2. Code of Conduct - Declaration of interests 

Other than all being effected by the possible North Taunton Development no interests were declared  

 

3. Minutes  

Having been circulated, it was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2015 were taken as 

read and signed as a correct record of proceedings.  

 

4. Matters Arising  

Manor Road 

A post next to the traffic calming scheme at the junction of Manor Road and Lawn Road damaged in a 

vehicle accident has been reported to SCC and will be replaced or removed.  

 

The faded Road markings on Manor Road have been reported to SCC and will be inspected to establish the 

extent of the refurbishment needed, and the works required will be ordered.  

 

It was reported that the PC had also asked SCC if any additional forms of emphasis to drivers for the need to 

slow down/take caution were feasible and possible - such as painting of the word slow or yellow bars on the 

road. SCC have informed the PC that as Manor Road has a number of these in place and in order to ensure 

the impact is not reduced through proliferation it would be against guidelines to supply more.  

 

A letter from Staplegrove Manor Neighbourhood Watch to Taunton Deane Area Highways Department 

regarding pedestrian safety and unsuitability for heavy vehicles was noted.  

 

The chairman reported that he had received a telephone call from a representative of Highways department 

on 29th September 2015 who planned a traffic survey to find out how many heavy lorries are using Manor 

Road and also to check the turning ability of lorries at the Greenway/Kingston Road junction. 

 

Separation of Feedback Forms from North Taunton Development public consultation on 3rd/4th July 

2015 

It was reported that the PC had submitted a request to Rockpool PR for the feedback forms collected during 

the public consultation on the North Taunton Development on 3rd/4th July 2015 to be separated into the 

feedback collected from each consultation location, and that Rockpool PR had notified the PC that they are 

unable to separate the forms by location. 

 

Pavement from Wall House to Staplegrove House 

It was noted that the overgrown Ivy and Holly obstructing this section of footpath has been reported to SCC 

who will contact the private property owner requesting the vegetation is cut back. 

 

Footpath/cut through from the end of Nash Green to the A358 + footpath from A358 to Mill Rise 

It was noted that the overgrown vegetation on both these footpaths was reported to TDBC and that the 

vegetation on both paths has been cut back. 
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Invitation to Site Allocations and Development Management Plan (SADMP) examination hearing 

It was reported that the PC had contacted Ann Rhodes, TDBC, regarding the opportunity for the PC to attend 

the examination hearings. Ann Rhodes has informed the PC that they will receive an invitation.  

 

Update on actions from playground inspection  
It was noted that the actions from the Annual Manor Road Playground Safety Inspection of replacing 

damaged safety caps and sanding and painting the spring of the Rocker/Springer Chair had been carried out. 

 

5. North Taunton Development update  

Letters sent/received 

Letters sent/received to and from PC regarding the North Taunton Development were noted, including, letter 

from Cllr John Williams to PC dated 4th August 2015, PC response to Cllr Williams letter, dated 10th August 

2015 and Cllr John Williams response to PC, dated 13th August 2015.They are on the Parish website. 

 

Report from attendance at Norton Fitzwarren (NFW) PC Meetings 

It was noted that the Chairman, Mr M N Clark and Vice Chairman, Mr B Evans, had attended the NFW PC 

Meeting to contribute in a discussion on the effect of the North Taunton Development on Silk Mills 

Roundabout and the parish of NFW.  

 

A letter sent by NFW PC to TDBC regarding the effects of the North Taunton Development on NFW parish 

and associated traffic issues was noted.  

 

Mr B Evans reported that he had also attended a meeting held between NFW PC and the Site Promoters for 

the North Taunton Development, where a consultant (James Darryl) was present to comment on the anticipated 

effect of the North Taunton Development on the 2 traffic islands (Cross Keys Roundabout & Silk Mills 

Roundabout). Mr B Evans reported that the information supplied by the consultant varied greatly from that 

gathered by the NFW Speedwatch/traffic survey team.  

 

Traffic Flow 

A Traffic Survey of the Minehead Road, performed by NFW PC to be noted  

 

Information gathered by District Cllr N Townsend from SCC on Traffic Flows 

The Chairman reported that District Cllr N Townsend had supplied some information from Cllr David 

Fothergill, SCC regarding traffic flows in Taunton. A graph detailing ‘% Vehicle Trips to Taunton Deane 

(AM)’was noted and the below paragraph from Cllr David Fothergill’s email was read out:  

 

“With regard to an outer distributor road, a number of technical studies have taken place to consider the 

benefits it could bring to Taunton’s traffic movements. It is clear from looking at the existing and forecast 

future traffic demands, that such a route would not be the panacea.  Overwhelmingly, traffic is trying to 

access the town centre area and an outer distributor road would do little to mitigate the impacts of this on 

our road network.  For example, of the traffic coming in on the A358 from the direction of Minehead / 

Wiveliscombe, 90% is going into the town centre; this figure increases to 96% on the A38 from the direction 

of Bridgwater and 99% along Toneway.  Half of all trips are short distances, less than 2.6 miles, again 

indicating that an outer distributor road would not provide significant benefit.” 

 

It was reported that SCC has outsourced traffic analysis to consulting engineers Parsons Brinkerhoff, the PC 

are able to approach the consulting engineers for information and there will be a charge for any information 

required. It was noted that the PC disputed these figures and would not be able to fund the cost for obtaining 

information and that the Chairman would write to SCC to enquire about gaining information from SCC 

directly.  
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District Cllr N Townsend reported that he is arranging a meeting with Cllr David Fothergill (SCC), Cllr Roger 

Habgood (TDBC), Chairman of Staplegrove PC, Chairman of Kingston St Mary PC, a representative from 

RoSAG, a Representative from WARG to find out policies and principles behind the arguments from SCC 

and TDBC and to find out in which direction they are going. District Cllr C Tucker has agreed to host the 

meeting.  

 

6. Hudson Way Park 

District Councillor C Tucker reported that she had received a request to cut back overgrown vegetation in 

Hudson Way Park. The vegetation had not been cut back earlier in the year due to nesting birds but has now 

been cut back.  

 

It was reported that the installation of the new playground equipment and pirate ship in Hudson way is 

progressing. 

 

It was noted that a member of the public had reported the removal of both of the football goal posts in Hudson 

Way Park and was concerned that the posts had been removed permanently. TDBC have confirmed that; only 

one post should have gone, that they would investigate why both posts had been removed, and that once the 

works for the new playground had been completed that both posts would be reinstated. TDBC also confirmed 

that the football pitch would be moved back slightly to be able to accommodate the same size pitch area and 

the new play area. This information was conveyed to the member of public. 

 

7. Inspection of PC owned equipment 

It was noted that an inspection of the equipment owned by the PC was carried out in August and all was 

satisfactory.  

 

8. Questions from members of the public (maximum 15 minute session) 

A representative from the Staplegrove Speedwatch team raised concerns over the speed of vehicles on 

Manor Road/Corkscrew Lane, and reported that that she had investigated the possibility of installing a speed 

indicator device but had been informed that the request for this device has to come from the PC. It was 

agreed that the PC will investigate this further.  

 

A member of the public asked if it was possible for a bus or minibus service from Staplegrove Village to 

Taunton Town centre to be reinstated. The Chairman reported that the bus route had unfortunately been 

terminated because it was not viable. 

 

9. Police matters 

PCSO Claire Escott had no crimes to report, and informed the PC that the travellers in Taunton have been 

given an eviction notice.  

 

10. Planning applications 

Noted a paper giving details of planning application received/decisions made since the last meeting 

 

11.Correspondence 

It was noted that the road closure on Langford Lane had been delayed from 1st October 2015 to 19th October 

2015. 

 

12. To discuss resignation of Parish Councillor Mrs C Cornell 

Parish Councillor Mrs C Cornell informed the PC that she would be resigning from the Parish Council 

towards the end of the year (2015) due to relocation.  It was noted that upon receipt of Mrs C Cornell’s 

resignation letter the appropriate steps to advertise the Casual Vacancy will be taken.  
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13. Financial matters 

13.1 Bank reconciliations 

The Clerk circulated the details of the bank reconciliations for July & August 2015, which had been checked 

and certified by an independent person. 

 

13.2 Receipts and payments since last meeting  

 

Receipts: Santander Interest £9.49 

Staplegrove Village Hall reimbursement of PWLB repayment £750.81 

Santander Interest £9.50 

TDBC Maintenance Grants  £1700.00 

   

Payments: C Saville – footpath maintenance July 2015 £215.00 

J Peake – Interest from Clerks Gratuity Fund  £0.59 

L Booth – Clerks Salary & Expenses June 2015  £392.78 

Grant Thornton LLP – Fee for Audit of Annual Return 2015 £120.00 

PWLB – Village Hall Loan Repayment  £750.81 

L Booth – Clerks Salary & Expenses July 2015  £340.72 

C Saville – Footpath Maintenance August 2015 £195.00 

Sovereign Design Play Systems Ltd – safety caps for playground £24.68 

L Booth – Clerks Salary & Expenses August 2015  £334.92 

Staplegrove Parochial Church Council (PCC) £525.00 

 

 

13.3 Budget Statement as at 1st September 2015 

The Clerk circulated the Budget statement as at the 1st September 2015.  

 

15. Any other business  

It was reported that the PC and RoSAG have been approached separately by a member of the public 

regarding an alternative site to be put forward for The North Taunton Development. It was noted that this 

would be reported in the next edition of the Somerset County Gazette.   

 

It was reported that the parish handyman Charlie Saville had noticed a lot of dog mess on the Rag Hill 

footpath. TDBC environment team have been contacted who will investigate the possibility of adding some 

‘no dog fouling’ signs along this path.   

 

It was noted that the contact for Village Hall bookings will change from Margaret Taylor to Felicity McGill 

as from the 1st October 2015. It was agreed that the PC should write a letter of thanks and appreciation to 

Margaret Taylor for her work at the Village Hall.  

 

16. Date of next meetings 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday 25th November 2015 at 5pm and then 

Wednesday 20th January 2016. A meeting of the Staplegrove Children’s playground Trust will follow both 

these meetings.   


