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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STAPLEGROVE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
THURSDAY 21ST JULY2016 AT 5PM, STAPLEGROVE VILLAGE HALL 

 
PRESENT:  
Parish Councillors: Joan Bird, Michael Clark (in the chair), Bryn Evans, David Ware, Ros Went 
District Councillors: Caroline Tucker 
 
Five members of the public were also in attendance. 
 
1. Apologies 
Apologies had been received from Alan Debenham. 
 
2. Code of Conduct - Declaration of interests 
All the Parish Councillors have a personal interest with respect to the North Taunton Development. 
 
 
Before the official business of the meeting began, Cllr Evans told the meeting that former Cllr 
Caroline Cornell had sadly died on 8th July 2016, after a very short illness.  It was noted that 
Caroline had moved from Taunton earlier in the year to be nearer to her children and 
grandchildren.  All members present expressed their shock and sadness, and requested that the 
Parish Council send condolences to Caroline’s family.  A card of condolence was sent to 
Caroline’s husband.  Geoff and Elizabeth Hayes attended the funeral. 
 
 
3. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2016 
Having been circulated, it was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2016 were 
taken as read and signed as a correct record of proceedings.  
 
4. Police Matters 
There was no representative available at the meeting, and no report had been received. 
 
5. Questions from Members of the public re items not on the agenda  
Traffic calming on Manor Road 
A parishioner asked whether the Parish Council had received a copy of the safety audit carried out 
by Somerset County Council (SCC) with regard to the traffic calming measures in place on Manor 
Road.  This information has not been received by the Parish Council, but a copy will be requested. 
 
It was noted that the proposed development of new houses in Staplegrove could add more traffic 
to a road which has already been highlighted as needing traffic calming measures in place.   This 
could be considered bad practice and could potentially raise the traffic level to very severe. 
 
Safety of pedestrians and cyclists on Manor Road/Corkscrew Lane 
A parishioner raised concerns about the safety of pedestrians and cyclists using Manor Road and 
Corkscrew Lane.  It was noted that the proposed development of new houses in Staplegrove is 
likely to increase the level of traffic and the potential dangers. 
 
The parishioner’s concerns had been shared by email with the Chair who agreed wholeheartedly 
and reiterated his response that the Parish Council were continuing to pursue SCC with regard to 
slowing traffic on this road.  Letters had been sent from the Parish Council to the planning officer 
highlighting this issue.  It was noted that when the spine road is completed, this should divert some 
traffic away from Manor Road and Corkscrew Lane. 
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It was also noted that in previous years, the creation of a footpath had been proposed at the blind 
double bend just west of Village World. 
 
6. Matters Arising  

a. Manor Road Play Area - report on construction of the path 
The Chairman reported that the DLO had been contracted to create the path as they tendered 
the lowest quotation.  Work had started, but had since stalled – the Parish Council have been 
assured by the DLO that the work will be completed.  The Village Hall committee have kindly 
offered to pay for the construction of the path, for which the Parish Council thanked them. 
 
b. Hudson Way play area – report on remaining section 106 funding 
Cllr Tucker reported that she had contacted staff at Taunton Deane Borough Council (TDBC) 
with regard to the remaining section 106 funding, but as yet had not received a reply.  She 
would continue to pursue this. 
 
c. Affordable Housing open day 
Cllr Debenham had attended the TDBC’s Affordable Housing Open Day on 8th June 2016.  He 
reported that he was impressed with the show and the amount of people and various officers 
attending.  TDBC were committed to building Council houses, but that the number of these 
was likely to be small due to the limited budget. 

 
7. Staplegrove Village Hall – news for hirers 
The Clerk noted that she had received a newsletter from Staplegrove Village Hall which was 
shared with those present.  In particular it was reported that the users must make sure that the Hall 
is left secure at the end of meetings.  The Hall will be closed for maintenance between 8th and 13th 
August, and for a deep clean on 23rd August. 
 
8. SCC engagement initiative – ‘Listening, Learning, Changing’ 
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had been invited to submit its collective responses to a 
survey on the Council’s priorities.  The survey was completed by the Parish Council.  It was noted 
that individuals could also get involved by using the link at www.somerset.gov.uk/listening.  
Responses should be submitted by 30th September 2016. 
 
9. Electoral Review of Taunton Deane – public consultation 
The Clerk reported that the Local Government Boundary Commission has started its electoral 
review of TDBC; which will end on 5th September 2016.  The electoral review will recommend new 
electoral arrangements for TDBC with the Commission minded to recommend that 43 councillors 
should be elected to TDBC in the future.  It is now inviting proposals to help it draw up a pattern of 
wards to accommodate 43 borough councillors. 
 
Reponses can be made by individuals and organisations.  More information can be found at 
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-reviews/south-west/somerset/taunton-deane.  There are 
interactive maps of the current ward boundaries at https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/8513.  
 
It was noted that there is not a form to collect views, but that they should be emailed to 
reviews@lgbce.org.uk or sent by post to Review Officer (Taunton Deane), Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England, 14th Floor Millbank Tower, Millbank, London, SW1P 4QP 
 
10. Policing Priorities consultation 
The Clerk had been contacted by the Avon and Somerset Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner who are carrying out a Policing Priorities consultation, which will end on 30th August 
2016.  This is open to individuals and organisations and can be accessed at 
www.avonandsomerset-pcc.gov.uk/Take-Part/Your-policing-priorities-consultation.aspx or calling 
012752 816377 for a hard copy of the survey. 

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/listening
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-reviews/south-west/somerset/taunton-deane
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/8513
mailto:reviews@lgbce.org.uk
http://avonandsomerset-pcc.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e9ff3614a962d93843cf9525e&id=665a43340c&e=5627429b41
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11. Update on traffic speed signage 
Cllr Clark reviewed the ongoing dialogue with SCC with regard to reducing the speed of traffic in 
the Parish; in particular along Staplegrove Road near the Village Hall.  The Parish Council have 
suggested additional road markings and 30mph repeater signs, but these ideas have been 
rejected by SCC.  Cllr Clark is currently trying to get the location added to the rota for the mobile 
Speed Indicator Device.  This has initially been refused on the basis that there is not a suitable 
post on which it can be affixed.  This point is in discussion, and it might be that the Parish Council 
investigate the cost of erecting a suitable post. 
 
It was however, noted that a traffic data recorder has been located in the area for a week.  A report 
of the data recorded will be received by Cllr Clark. 
 
12. Tree inspection and works in The Grove 

It was noted that the Parish Council had engaged Arboricare to undertake the biennial tree 

inspection at The Grove.  During a meeting with the TDBC tree officer, David Galley, in April it was 

agreed that a tree could be felled behind the Post Office.  This would be done once permission 

had been granted as it falls within the Conservation Area.  The Parish Council is also investigating 

the cost of reducing the height of the hedge (along the Staplegrove Road/Manor Road boundary) 

to improve visibility for pedestrians and road users. 

 
13. North Taunton Development 
Cllr Clark thanked RoSAG and WARG for their continuing support.  He reported that there had 
been a meeting with PM Asset Management, the developer who has submitted a planning 
application for the Eastern end of the proposed development.  There was little concrete to report 
from this meeting.  It is hoped that a meeting with Ptarmigan will take place in August. 
 
It was noted that the developers would like to create a permanent link road between the 
development and Manor Road near to Village World.  This is felt to be unacceptable. 
 
Cllr Evans asked if there was a date set for the applications to be heard by the planning 
committee.  It was reported that it could be September or October, but that the date is still subject 
to change as several statutory consultees have requested more time to consider their responses. 
 
Members of the public who would like to write in to TDBC with their concerns can contact RoSAG 
or WARG if they would like support in formulating their letters. 
 
14. Planning applications 
The Chairman talked through a paper giving details of planning application received and decisions 
made since the last meeting.  It was also noted that an Enforcement case (E/0181/34/14) had 
been heard by TDBC on 13th July 2016.  This was regarding the unauthorised cooler units installed 
on the external wall of the Post Office on Manor Road.  The outcome of the case is that planning 
permission must be sought for the cooler units to be relocated elsewhere on the building. 
 
15. Financial matters 

a. May & June 2016 Bank reconciliations 
The Clerk circulated the details of the bank reconciliation for May and June 2016, which had 
been checked and certified by an independent person. 
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b. Receipts and payments since last meeting  

  £ 

Receipts: Santander bank interest (June) 12.89 

 Transfer to NatWest from Santander 2,000.00 

Payments: BJ Howe – internal audit 140.80 

H McInnes – May salary and expenses 297.47 

HMRC – May tax 57.20 

Charlie Saville – footpath maintenance (May) 195.00 

 Came & Company – insurance 2016/17 654.10 

 SPFA – playground inspection 75.00 

 H McInnes – June salary and expenses 321.67 

 HMRC – June tax 55.20 

 Transfer from Santander to NatWest 2,000.00 

 Charlie Saville – footpath maintenance (June) 202.50 
 
c. Budget Statement as at 30th June 2016  
The Clerk circulated the Budget statement as at the 30th June 2016.  
 
d. Clerk’s pension 
The Clerk reported that, as an employer, the Parish Council is legally obliged to provide a 
pension for the clerk.  As the current clerk has a workplace pension in her other 
employment, she is currently deferring her entitlement in this role. 
 
e. Santander 
The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with Santander due to their poor customer 
service on several occasions.  As a result of this, Santander have agreed to compensate 
the Parish Council by crediting their account with £150. 
 
Members of the Parish Council agreed that they were happy to continue with only one 
signatory being required on transfer letters to Santander. 
 

16. Correspondence 
The Clerk had received an invitation from the Village Hall Management Committee for two 
members of the Parish Council to attend their twentieth anniversary celebration supper, to be held 
on Saturday 24th September 2016.  Cllr Clark noted that he had received an invitation as a 
member of the Village Hall Management Committee.  Other members of the Parish Council are 
asked to contact the Clerk if they would like to attend. 
 
17. Any other Business 
 

a. Kibby’s Field 
Cllr Clark reported that Kibby’s field (adjacent to the Manor Road play area) is up for sale.  
This has always been considered as part of the ‘green wedge’, but there is a possibility that 
it might be considered for housing development.  It was agreed that the Parish Council 
would contact TDBC’s planning office to stress the importance that development should not 
be allowed on this piece of land. 
 
Cllr Bird added that she had heard that residents whose properties were near to Kibby’s 
field had attempted to buy the field, but that their offers were rejected.  It is believed that a 
developer had made a lower offer which had been conditionally accepted.  The basis of the 
offer was that a proportion of any eventual profits from it being classified as development 
land would be shared with the original sellers. 
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b. Cllr Evans’ resignation 
Cllr Evans told the Parish Council that sadly he was resigning his post with immediate effect 
due to his imminent move to Cambridge.  Cllr Clark thanked Cllr Evans for his contribution 
to the workings of the Parish Council, and for acting as Chair when Cllr Clark had been 
unable to attend.  All members of the Parish Council added their thanks and wished Cllr 
Evans well in his new home. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr Bryn Evans would be removed as a signatory on the Parish Council’s 
bank accounts and that the Cllr David Ware would be added as a signatory for the Parish 
Council’s bank accounts. 
 
c. Duckpond footpath 
Cllr Ware reported that although the grass had been cut on the Duckpond footpath, nettles 
and other weeds were intruding from the adjacent field edges.  He continued that as the cut 
grass is left on the path and can become slippy after rain. 
 
The Parish Council will ask that the width of the strimmed area is increased along this 
footpath, and the grass removed if possible.  The field owners will be asked to spray along 
the field edges, and attend to the fence posts which are falling in towards the path. 

 
18. Date of next meetings 
The next meeting of the Parish Council, will be held on Thursday 15th September 2016 at 5pm.  
 
The subsequent Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 17th November 2016 at 5pm. 
 
A meeting of the Staplegrove Children’s playground Trust will follow both these meetings.  All 
meetings will be held at Staplegrove Village Hall. 


